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SAFETY ALERT – StrandVise ® Failure 2/2009 
 
PRCA Safety Alert / Technical Advisory Committee: - Safety Alert 2/2009 
The purpose of the PRCA safety alerts and technical advisories is to disseminate current and recently 
acquired information to the industry which will aid in the prevention of accidents on ropes courses. 
Where possible the PRCA will provide unbiased information related to the sequence of events, materials 
involved and root causes of accidents or near misses. When possible the PRCA Safety Alert / Technical 
Advisory Committee will make appropriate contacts as necessary but the committee does not intend to 
perform in depth investigations into incidents, we rely upon the information provided by our members, 
members of the industry and other industry associations, such as the European Ropes Course 
Association. 
 
Please forward any questions or comments about this safety alert / technical advisory to  
info@prcainfo.org  
 
 
StrandVise® Failure 
 
The PRCA has just become aware of a sudden in use failure of a StrandVise® on a zip line application in 
Australia. The StrandVise® had only been in place for approximately 8 years and had been inspected by 
a very reliable firm 5 months before the failure. At the time of the inspection there were no defects or 
problems visually discernable on the unit.  
 
The unit was mounted to a through bolt with a back-up based on the cable continuing through the unit 
and terminated with an eye and rapid link back into the cable. The unit failed where the bail contacts the 
bolt therefore the back-up held and the user was not injured. 
 
Fall Safe Australia had an accredited testing company perform testing on StrandVises® and reported that 
they were unable to rate the units as they all failed at varying loads. This confirmed the Fall Safe 
Australia, PRCA and MacLean Power System views that these devices do not meet the relevant 
requirements of our intended usage as primary restraint devices irregardless of the back-up system 
employed.  
 
The Fall Safe Australia Urgent Alert (pages 1-3 of 6) is attached for your review. Pages 4-6 are copies of 
the previous ACCT responses to the June 2007 PRCA and manufacturer’s advisory and has no direct 
bearing on the current notice or the Fall Safe Australia urgent alert. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Course owners and operators must seek alternate means of terminating zip line and belay cables utilizing 
StrandVises® and equivalent “dead end”: terminations. It is recommended that the use of these devices 
be phased out in as prompt a manner as possible and replaced with appropriate systems. Many various 
alternative means of terminating cables are available and must be employed. 
The PRCA has, since the original advisory, been working closely with an international cable 
termination/tensioner manufacturing corporation; this has resulted in the design and production of a cable 
tensioner/termination with a 92.4% efficiency rating of the cable strength, approved by the manufacturer 
for our industry usage. This product will be formally introduced later this month. 
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